
“Greed over Guilt” – The BitTorrent Copyright Troll Play Book. 
 
Note: This “Play Book” was taken (in large part) from the following Booth Sweet LLP 
document - DEFENDANT’S REPLY IN SUPPORT OF HIS MOTION FOR SANCTIONS 
PURSUANT TO 28 U.S.C. § 1927 AND/OR THE COURT’S INHERENT AUTHORITY 
(case 1:14-cv-00493-TSB Doc #: 40 Filed: 08/27/15), MALIBU MEDIA, LLC, v. John 
Doe subscriber assigned IP address 65.189.10.120. It was written to inform the court on 
how Malibu Media LLC/X-Art/Troll Lipscomb, run these cases.  I believe it is also 
applicable to other BT Copyright Trolls. These are also my opinions on BT Copyright 
Trolls. DieTrollDie :) 
 
Plaintiff’s goal is not to determine guilt, but to force a settlement. In general 
terms, all of Plaintiff's matters can be outlined as thus: 
 

1. Use a sliver of evidence as the basis for initiating a law suit and move for early 
discovery. At which point, the Defendant is notified by his Internet Service 
Provider (ISP) of the law suit and the pending release of his personal information 
to the Copyright Troll attorney. 

 
2. Malibu Media will wait for defendant or his counsel to initiate contact and inquire 

about a settlement. Defendant is then notified of the statutory maximum ($150K 
PER title/movie) & Plaintiff’s willingness to settle for the minimum ($750 per 
title/movie infringed – i.e. 20 titles = $15,000). Defendant then has to choose:  

 
Pay a settlement - Financial ruin 
 
Fight the law suit – Risk financial ruin and public humiliation 
 
Ignore the law suit due to inability to pay a settlement or afford a defense 
attorney – Risk default judgment/financial ruin 

 
3. If no settlement agreement is reached, Plaintiff will amend the complaint to name 

the defendant. Defendant, regardless of guilt, must now contend with the stress 
that friends, family, or employers may come across this public filing. 

 
4. Repeatedly request from the court an extension of time in which to serve the ISP 

subscriber/John Doe with a complaint/summons naming him/her as the 
Defendant.  This serves two purposes in hopes of facilitating a settlement: 

 
The continued stress caused by the law suit and potential financial ruin 
 
The increase in Defendant’s legal costs in responding to such extensions 

 
5. Eventually Plaintiff serves the Defendant with the complaint/summons.  Plaintiff 

will wait to see if being served gets the Defendant to discuss a settlement. 
Defendant then has to choose: 



 
Settle with Plaintiff 
 
Fail to respond to the complaint/summons in a timely manner.  Plaintiff 
can then motion the court for a default judgment against the Defendant. 
 
Files an answer with the court denying the claims   

 
6. Plaintiff moves forward with discovery.  Discovery tactics include: 

 
“No limits” Forensic examination of computer hard drives in the residence. 
Personal/private information not relevant to the claims is exposed.  
 
Depositions of Defendant, family members, and neighbors. The 
depositions create stress, as well as possibly shaming the defendant. 
 
Plaintiff requests more time to complete expert reports repeatedly. The 
extensions draw out the litigation and increases Defendant legal costs. 

 
7. Plaintiff dismisses the case at any point before trial. There is no guarantee 

Defendant will be able to recover reasonable attorney fees/costs incurred while 
defending against it. Even with the loss of time/money in running this case, 
Plaintiff has reinforced a message to any future defendants and their attorneys – 
It is cheaper to pay a settlement then to fight, even if innocent.     


